
Grape Plants  

 

Along with many varieties of table grapes grown at 

SaddleCreek, we are strategically growing the finest 

grapes from vines that have been proven over time, to 

deliver the very best the world has to offer. Our plants 

have been sourced from the very best vineyards that 

specialize in producing world class grapes. Growing 

grapes is a journey tested over time that takes decades 

and even centuries to know the results. Our goal is to 

grow the best grapes that will be turned into very high-

quality wine, at an affordable price, that will compete with any wine from around the world. 

The wines we are focusing in on are Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, 

Riesling, Sauvignon Blanc. 

 

Cabernet Sauvignon is one of the world's most widely recognized red 

wine grape varieties. It is grown in nearly every major wine producing 

country among a diverse spectrum of climates from Canada's Okanagan 

Valley to Lebanon's Beqaa Valley. Cabernet Sauvignon became 

internationally recognized first through its prominence in Bordeaux wines 

where it is often blended with Merlot and Cabernet franc. From France, 

the grape spread across Europe and to the New World where it found new 

homes in places like California's Napa Valley, Australia's Coonawarra 

region and Chile's Maipo Valley. For most of the 20th century, it was the 

world's most widely planted premium red wine grape until it was surpassed by Merlot in the 

1990s. Despite its prominence in the world of wine, the grape is a relatively new variety being 

the product of a chance crossing between Cabernet franc and Sauvignon blanc sometime during 

the 17th century in southwestern France. Its popularity is often attributed to the ease of 

cultivating, with the grape's thick skins and hardy vines being resistant to rot and frost, as well as 

the grape's consistency in presenting structure and flavors expressing the typical character 

("typicity") of the variety. Familiarity and ease of pronunciation have aided Cabernet Sauvignon 

wines to be good sellers among consumers, even when from unfamiliar wine regions. Its 

widespread popularity has also contributed to criticism of the grape as a "colonizer" that takes 

over wine regions at the expense of native grape varieties. 

 

 



Merlot ('MERL-oh' in British English and French, mer-

LOH in American English) is a red wine grape that is used 

as both a blending grape and for varietal wines. Merlot-

based wines usually have medium body with hints of 

berry, plum, and currant. Its softness and "fleshiness", 

combined with its earlier ripening, makes Merlot an 

ideal grape to blend with the sterner, later-ripening 

Cabernet Sauvignon. This flexibility has helped to make 

it one of the most popular red wine varietals in the 

United States and Chile. 

 

 

Pinot Noir ('pi no nwar) is a red wine grape variety of the 

species Vitis vinifera. The name may also refer to wines 

produced predominantly from pinot noir grapes. The name is 

derived from the french words for "pine" and "black" alluding to 

the varietals' tightly clustered dark purple pinecone shaped 

bunches of fruit. Pinot noir grapes are grown around the world, 

mostly in the cooler regions, but the grape is chiefly associated 

with the Burgundy region of France. It is widely considered to 

produce some of the finest wines in the world but is a difficult 

variety to cultivate and transform into wine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chardonnay is a green-skinned grape variety used to 

make white wine. It believed to have originated in the 

Burgundy wine region of eastern France but is now 

grown wherever wine is produced, from England to New 

Zealand. For new and developing wine regions, growing 

Chardonnay is seen as a "rite of passage" and an easy 

segue into the international wine market.[1] The 

Chardonnay grape itself is very neutral, with many of the 

flavors commonly associated with the grape being 

derived from such influences as terroir and oak.[2] It is vinified in many different styles, from the 

elegant, "flinty" wines of Chablis to rich, buttery Meursaults and New World wines with tropical 

fruit flavors. Chardonnay is an important component of many sparkling wines around the world, 

including Champagne. A peak in popularity in the late 1980s gave way to a backlash among those 

wine drinkers who saw the grape as a leading negative component of the globalization of wine. 

Nonetheless, it remains one of the most widely-planted grape varieties, with over 400,000 acres 

(175,000 hectares) worldwide, second only to Airén among white wine grapes and planted in 

more wine regions than any other grape – including Cabernet Sauvignon. 

 

Riesling is a white grape variety which originates in the 

Rhine region of Germany. Riesling is an aromatic grape 

variety displaying flowery, almost perfumed, aromas as 

well as high acidity. It is used to make dry, semi-sweet, 

sweet and sparkling white wines. Riesling wines are 

usually varietally pure and are seldom oaked. As of 2004, 

Riesling was estimated to be the world's 20th most 

grown variety at 48,700 hectares (120,000 acres) (with 

an increasing trend), but in terms of importance for quality wines, it is usually included in the 

"top three" white wine varieties together with Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc. Riesling is a 

variety which is highly "terroir-expressive", meaning that the character of Riesling wines is clearly 

influenced by the wine's place of origin. In 2006, Riesling was the most grown variety in Germany 

with 20.8% and 21,197 hectares (52,380 acres)[2], and in the French region of Alsace with 21.9% 

and 3,350 hectares (8,300 acres)[3]. There are also significant plantings of Riesling in Austria, 

northern Italy, Australia, New Zealand, United States, Canada, China and Ukraine. In the countries 

where it is cultivated, Riesling is most commonly grown in colder regions and locations. 

 

 



Sauvignon Blanc is a green-skinned grape variety which 

originates from the Bordeaux region of France. The grape gets it 

name from the French word sauvage ("wild") and blanc ("white") 

due to its early origins as an indigenous grape in southwestern 

France. [1] It is now planted in many of the world's wine regions, 

producing a crisp, dry, and refreshing white varietal wine. 

Conversely, the grape is also a component of the famous dessert 

wines from Sauternes and Barsac. Sauvignon blanc is widely 

cultivated in France, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, 

California, and South America.[2] Depending on climate, the flavor 

can range from aggressively grassy to sweetly tropical. Wine 

experts have used the phrase "crisp, elegant, and fresh" as a 

favorable description of Sauvignon blanc from the Loire Valley and New Zealand.[3][4] Sauvignon 

blanc, when slightly chilled, pairs well with fish or cheese, particularly Chèvre. It is also known as 

one of the few wines that can pair well with sushi.[5] Along with Riesling, Sauvignon blanc was 

one of the first fine wines to be bottled with a screwcap in commercial quantities, especially by 

New Zealand producers. The wine is usually consumed young, as it does not particularly benefit 

from aging. Dry and sweet white Bordeaux, typically made with Sauvignon blanc as a major 

component, is the one exception.  

 

 

 

 


